
Modern classical and avant garde concert music of the 20th and 21st
centuries forms the primary focus of this blog. It is hoped that through the
discussions a picture will emerge of modern music, its heritage, and what it
means for us.
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I said something like this yesterday but
it bears repeating and expanding.
There are artists of such importance
that it takes years to grasp fully what
they are about. John Cage is one of
them. If you listen to and begin to
understand his music over time, you
hear differently. And not just music. You hear the world in a
more meaningful way.

I can remember my first encounter with his music. The early
electronic mixes I grasped immediately, in part because it
was a era where these sorts of collaged sounds had become
already a part of musical counter-culture. But the
instrumental music. I'd get to the long silences and
automatically get up off my chair to flip the record. It
exasperated me. Was the music over or what? And the
sounds themselves. Were they just a random hodgepodge?
No and even if they were (they weren't) you started to hear
that differently. Performers too over the years have become
much more fully cognizant, I think, of the meaning of it all,
the sensuality of it, the cosmic quality if you will.

So here we are celebrating Cage's Centennial. He'd be 100
this year had he lived. There is a release that celebrates it
quietly and profoundly, in ways John would have liked. I
refer to Giancarlo Simonacci's Piano Music Volume 4
(Brilliant Classics 9263), a three-CD set.

Grego Applegate Edwards's
Classical-Modern Music Review
blogsite covers recent releases or
re-issues of recordings that
feature classical and concert
music, primarily of the 20th and
21st Centuries, but earlier music
as well when warranted. All styles
of relevance will be addressed
from Late-Romantic and Neo-
Romantic through High-Modern,
Avant Garde and Post-Modern
styles. Chamber music,
orchestral, choral, operatic, and
electronic forms will be
considered as well as music that
combines a classical element with
one or more other stylistic
elements. Earlier periods will get
coverage when a release has
something to say to us. Both
established and unfamiliar
composers will get attention. All
content copyright 2007-13 by
Grego Applegate Edwards.
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There are works of importance to be had here, played with
intelligence and sensitivity. The "Music for Piano", all 84
pieces from 1952-53, are included, as are some prime later
works: ASLSP from 1985, and several versions of ONE (1987-
90).

These are works of high abstraction, endlessly listenable
because extraordinarily counterintuitive. There is no
satiation point with this music because there is no point
where you fully internalize it. That also means that a first
hearing for the uninitiated may be confusing,
incomprehensible. That's a given and it takes time to
understand Cage, perhaps a lifetime. It doesn't take that long
to enter John's musical world however. If you don't force
your expectations on this music and let it go its way, it is
very contemplative, rather rapidly so.

These are works that demand an extraordinary sensibility on
the part of the performer. There's no one way to do the
music. But then there are versions that may not come across
well nevertheless. Giancarlo Simonacci does not give us such
versions here. He does the opposite. These are versions as
spirited and simultaneously as detached (in a Zen sort of
way) as I've heard. They are beautiful, if Cage would accept
that as a valid categorization. Beautiful Cage. Music to live
with a lifetime. Music that changed music. Essential, in
other words.

Recommend this on Google

Enter your comment...

Comment as:  Google Account

Publish
 

Preview

No comments:

Post a Comment

▼  2012 (227)

►  December (13)

►  November (19)

►  October (20)

►  September (18)

▼  August (21)

Jakob Schoenberg,
"Another Schoenberg"

John Cage, Music for Piano
Volume 4, Giancarlo
Sim...

John Cage, Music for an
Aquatic Ballet, Music for
...

Donnacha Dennehy, Lisa
Moore, Stainless Staining

Charles Koechlin Oeuvres
pour Ensembles

Giorgio Mirto, Chamber
Works with Guitar

Per Norgard, Sceneries for
Percussion and
Ensemble...

Peter Maxwell Davies,
Symphony No. 3, Cross
Lane F...

Alexandre Danilevski, The
Uncertainty Principle

Alan Hovhaness, Symphony
No. 1, Symphony No. 50,
S...

Gian Luigi Diana, Frederika
Krier, Laghima

Polly Butler Cornelius, Wild
Songs

Weinberg Cello Concerto,
Op. 43, Symphony No. 20,
...

Thierry Pécou, Tremendum,
Ensemble Variances and
P...

Cuarteto Casals, Schubert
String Quartets D87,
D88...

Christopher Gibbons,
Motets, Anthems,
Fantasias & ...

http://www.blogger.com/profile/06188040049179872295
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/john-cage-music-for-piano-volume-4.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/search/label/20th%20century%20modern%20masterpieces%20for%20solo%20piano
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/search/label/american%20modernists
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/search/label/cage%20solo%20piano%20music
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/search/label/john%20cage%20piano%20music%20volume%204%20giancarlo%20simonacci%20gapplegate%20classical-modern%20review
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4649153160602115554&postID=100650054084111574&target=email
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4649153160602115554&postID=100650054084111574&target=blog
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4649153160602115554&postID=100650054084111574&target=twitter
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4649153160602115554&postID=100650054084111574&target=facebook
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/search?updated-min=2012-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2013-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012_12_01_archive.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012_11_01_archive.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012_10_01_archive.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012_09_01_archive.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012_08_01_archive.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/jakob-schoenberg-another-schoenberg.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/john-cage-music-for-piano-volume-4.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/john-cage-music-for-aquatic-ballet.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/donnacha-dennehy-lisa-moore-stainless.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/charles-koechlin-oeuvres-pour-ensembles.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/giorgio-mirto-chamber-works-with-guitar.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/per-norgard-sceneries-for-percussion.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/peter-maxwell-davies-symphony-no-3.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/alexandre-danilevski-uncertainty.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/alan-hovhaness-symphony-no-1-symphony.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/gian-luigi-diana-frederika-krier-laghima.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/polly-butler-cornelius-wild-songs.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/weinberg-cello-concerto-op-43-symphony.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/thierry-pecou-tremendum-ensemble.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/cuarteto-casals-schubert-string.html
http://classicalmodernmusic.blogspot.it/2012/08/christopher-gibbons-motets-anthems.html

